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NDTV, NBC marriage may
bring in more channels

Pritha Mitra Dasgupta
Mumbai, May 26

The much-awaited New Delhi Televi-
sion Ltd (NDTV) and NBC Universal
(NBCU) strategic tie-up was concluded on
Monday and this may result in more chan-
nelsfromNBCU skitty coming toIndia. An-
alysts also feel that this deal would give a
boost to NDTV's content, advertising rack
rateandimagery.

NBCU, one of the world's leading media
and entertainment companies, now hasan
effectiveindirectstakeof26%inNDTVNet-
works Ple by a subscription of shares for
$150million (approximatelyRs650crore).
NDTV Network includes a general enter-
tainment channel (GEC) NDTV Imagine, a
lifestyle channel NDTV Good Times and a
city-central channel NDTV Metronation.

‘The company has also forayed into me-
dia software, labs, emerging markets busi-
ness etc and has also picked up a minority
stakeinaradiocompany.

Inthenexttwoyears, NBCUcanincrease
itsstake, atthethenfairmarketvalue, inthe
holding company of Networks PLC to 50%
with NDTV group holding an equal 50%
stake.

Said Vikram Chandra, CEQ, NDTV Net-
works, "This investment will boost NDTV
Network's operations even further." He
added that the company might consider a
content sharing pattern and NBCU may
launch some its international channels in
India. e ¥

Farokh Balsara, head of media and en-
tertainment, Ernst & Young in India and
partner, risk & business solutions practice
feels that NBCU's strengths lie in backend
processes, advertising sales, broadcasting,
uplinking, technology etc which will help
NDTV upgrade its services. On the other
hand, the kind of credentials NDTV has
built in India will strengthen NBCU's foray
intheIndianmarket.

CD Mitra, president, Mudra MAX said,
"NDTV could become a sourcing news hub
forNBCUandviceversa."

Formed inMay 2004, through thecom-
bining of NBC and Vivendi Universal En-
tertainment, NBCU owns news and
entertainment networks, a premier mo-
tion picture company, television produc-
tion operations, a television stations
group, and theme parks. NBCU is 80%
owned by General Electric and 20%
ownedby Vivendi.
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‘work for $150
‘million. The
two companies
have success-
fully concluded
a strategic partnership initiative for
the NDTV Networks business, NDTV
‘'said in a statement. As per the agree-
ment, NBC Universal now has an ef-
fective indirect stake of 26% in NDTV
Networks Ple through the subscrip-
tion of shares worth § 150 million, it
added. NBCU has the option in two
years to increase stake, at the then
fair market value, in the holding com-
pany of Networks Plc to 50%, with
NDTV group holding an equal 50%
stake, it said.
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NEW DELHI: India'sleading
news and infotainment group
DTV on Saturday said NBC
Universal s picked up 26 per
cent stake in NOTV Network for
$150milion.
‘Thetwo companies have success-
flycondudedastategicpart-
‘nership initiative forthe NDTV
Networks usiness, NDTVsadin
astatement. As perthe agree-
‘ment, NBCUniversl nowhasan
efeciveindiecstakeof 26 per
centin NDTV Networks Ple
hroughthesubsciptonofsares
worth§150 milon,tadded.
NBCU has thepionntoyears
10 inaease stake, atthe then fait
arketvale, nthe olding com-
ponyofNetwrksictaS0 per
centwithNDTV group holdingan
equalS0percentstke, ok
m
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Thestrategictie-up between
NDTVandNBCUniversal has
beenconcluded. NBCU, aglobal
media&entertainment compa-
ny, willnow havean effective
indirectstakeof26%inNDTV
Networks Plcbya subscription
of sharesfor$ 150 milfion. Inthe
next2years, NBCU hasthe op-
tiontoincreaseits stake, s Géiet




	Publication 
	The Statesman

	Date 
	May 25, 2008

	Edition 
	New Delhi

	Page
	10


[image: image5.jpg]NBG Universal picks up 26%

stake in NDTV Networks -

i
NEW DELHI, May 24:
India's leading néws and
infolainment group NDTV
today said NBC Universal
s picked up 26 percent
stake in NDTV Network
for $150 million.

The two  companies
have suceessfully con:
cluded 1 strategic part-
nership initative for fhe
NDTV Networks  busi-
ness, NDTV said in a

statement.

A3 per the dgrecment,
NBC Universal now has
an effective indirect stake
of 26 peér cent in NDTV
Networks  Ple through
the subscription of shares
worth, $150. million, it
added,

NBCU has the option
in' fwo years 1o increase
stake, at_the then fair
market value, in the hold-
iing company of Networks
Plc 10 50 per cent with

NDTV. group holding in
equal 50 per cen stake,it
said.

NEC Universal is one of
the worlds leading media
and entertainment coms
panies inyolved. i, the)
development, production
and mirketing of enter-
fainment,  news, @
information t0-a 8o}
audience. I1.is 80 per
owned by General Elect
and 20° per cont By
Viveridi. 5
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New Delhi, May 24

N[ sy midnnc el bspickedun 26

centstake in NDTV Network for $150 millon. The

vocompuies e uccentlly cndlded st
‘partnership initative for the NDTV Networks business,
NDTV said ina statemen, Accrording to the agreement,
'NBG Universal o has an effectiv indirect sake of 26
percentin NDTV Networks Plc through the subsctipfion
of shares worth $150 mllion, it added. NBCU has the
option in two years tincrease take, ot the then fir
market e :ﬁmﬁlmuﬂ;mmumm Pleto
50 percent s holding an equal 50 per
it i
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New Deg, Bay 24
Indials leading news and
infotainment group, NDTV,
today said NBC Uniyersal
has picked up 26 per cent
stk in NDTV Network for
$150 million.

“The 1wo companies have
successfully concluded a
strategic panienship iniia-
tive forthe NDTY Net- -

works business, NDTV said,

NBCU has the option in
WO years to increase

ke, at the then fair mar-

ket value, in the holding.
company of Networks Plc
1050 per cent with NDTV.
roup holding an equal 50
per cent stake.

NBC Universal is one of
the world's leading media
and entectainment compa-
nies involved in the
development, production
and marketing of enter-
tainment, news, and infor-
matian, — PTL
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NBC UNIVERSAL ACQUIRES STAKE IN NDTV NETWORKS
NBC Universal, one of the world's leading media and entertainment compa-
nies, acquires 26 per cent stake in NDTV Network for 150 million dollars.
NBC Universal now has an effective indirect stake of 26 per cent in NDTV
Networks Plc. NBC Universal is involved in the development, production
and marketing of entertainment, news, and information to a global audi-
ence. It is 80 per cent owried by General Electric and 20 per cent by Vivendi.





